R4D/DC3 FROM MAAM

Introduction:
It has been nearly 70 years that the Douglas C-47, in several versions, is the most versatile airplane in the world. It was in the mid-thirties of the twentieth century that it was born as the DC-3, and became, before the Second World War, the best civil transport aircraft.  It was used by many air forces over all the continents, and then went back to civil service by a lot of airlines. 13,641 aircraft were produced until 1947.

10,048 C-47’s were built during the war and 2,700 more were built in the Soviet Union under the LI-2 name.

General Eisenhower once said that the C-47 was one of the four things that won
World War II for the allies (the 3 others being the bazooka, the Jeep and….the atomic bomb).

External model:

MAAM offers you 3 specific models in the cd-rom and a floatplane model. The only one ever built by the Douglas company being the XC-47C. Besides sharing common panels each one has his own peculiarity…

· the R4D, tail number 50819, is powered by two 1350 HP Pratt & Whitney 1830-94 engines fitted with desert type air scoops. This airplane and its cabin was intended for an high-ranking officer transport as shown on the side pictures (to the right).

· The civilian United Air Lines “City of San Francisco”  DC-3 is fitted with the normal 1200 HP Pratt & Whitney 1830-92 engines and has is own flight model, engine instruments (Manifold Pressure and RPM), and reference placard to follow and documentation along a specific check-list. The airplane and its present cabin like that.

· The British European Airways Cargo DC-3 is also fitted with the same engines that the previous one and also a specific flight model. Here is the cargo bay.

· The XC-47C floatplane model, a freeware add-on to download, has a particular install procedure so pay attention to instructions. You can get it here.

2D Panels:

For an old timer, this one is quite complete. It has 2 main views, captain and copilot, which can be enlarged each as well as, how can I put it, classical views of  electrical instruments, radio sets, gear, throttle quadrant etc. You will argue that’s the usual stuff but beware: set first the realism factor full right then we’ll see if you‘re able to make it fly straight. By the way I suggest you download the tutorial manual written by Bill Rambow and translated into French by Francois Mavel that you’ll find also here.

It is of great help. Even if your realism factor is nil, you are to be surprised.

Virtual cockpit:

That’s the cream of the crop; I can’t stop walking around so much I have the fidgets. It is partly functional (for instance the fuel selectors are not useable in this snapshot).

But, Active Camera permits, you’ll be able to take the copilot seat, to say hello to the passengers and go take a nap in a passenger seat.

Sounds:

Sounds are varied, depending on the action taken, and speaking of engines the modelers went all the way. The taxiing airplane is shaking so much that you feel the screws are rattling, and the experience will change when moving inside the cabin.

Dynamics:

Even as a true fan of this airplane I have to confess it’s too easy but if realism parameters are set according to Bill Rambow’s manual, that’s another story. With crosswind, you’ll have to rely on your airmanship to master your aircraft.

Beside that detail, if you prefer more relaxed flights, you are free to choose your settings and then this airplane is a breeze to fly and sheer pleasure to handle.

A lot of things have been respected by the modelers who even searched vintage data from Douglas Engineers in order to produce as much realism as possible for this wonderful aircraft.

Conclusion:

The price tag for this wonder is $30 plus $4.95 for worldwide shipping.

Click here to go to the author website.  www.maam.org
Take also into account the Euro/dollar exchange rate, very attractive for the time being, and with the holidays season coming it’s high time for a little DC-3 under the Christmas tree, see?
So, this is well spent money and I guarantee this airplane is for hardcore fan like me and I’m very happy with it.

Pros:

· Flight realism as real as it gets

· High Quality sound set

· Very detailed aircraft texture

Cons:

· Some functions are inoperative in the 3D cockpit

· As always with such add-on, low end systems are not invited to the feast.

Rating: 9/10
Translated for MAAM-SIM by Francois Mavel

