REVIEW/FEATURE - Expansion for Flight Simulator 2002

ou only have to visit the
numerous dedicated FS websites
to find the dozens of new files
being uploaded on a daily basis, and
even in the commercial world there are
at least half a dozen products released
every month, but every so often a
product comes along that causes a real
stir in the FS community. It might
employ some ground-breaking new
features, or for one reason or another it
might redefine currently accepted design
standards.

Such is the case with this latest release
from the Mid Atlantic Air Museum
Simulations team of Bill Rambow, Jan
Visser, Fred Banting and Robert Young.
They have been working for the past two
years on this one aircraft — the North

You really can see every ripple and rivet in the skin

The Captain will give the thumbs up on command
{and look at that engine!)

American B-25) ‘Briefing Time" bomber,
modelled on the actual restored Mitchell
aircraft at the Mid Atlantic Air Museum in
Reading, Pennsylvania.

Quite simply, it's an absolute
masterpiece of 3D
modelling, with an
outstanding panel design
and photorealistic texturing
which is superb. It's
impossible not to get
immediately carried away
with our praise, because this
really is a first-class creation.
If you simply look over the
external modelling of the
airframe and engines, you'll
see exactly what we mean.

The bomb-aimer’s equipment is inch-perfect
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A Mitchell masterplece

The detail level is extraordinary, and
goes right down to the smallest
seemingly insignificant component.

The designers, unlike some of their
peers, have also produced these objects
to an incredibly accurate scale. How
many times have you seen a nicely
designed aircraft spoilt by aerials that
resemble tree trunks? Or antennae cables
thick enough to tow a car with?
Ultimately it's these small details that
fool your eyes into thinking you're
looking at the real thing, although from
an external viewpoint the paintwork and
texturing can also play a big part on that
score as well. Have a close look at the
fuselage... No, a really close look! You'll
see subtle changes in colour, small ripples
and tiny kinks in the thin outer skin, even
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